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Handout 1: Unit 2

 “My Reflexions on Global Issues”

Guía Explicativa
Student: ____________________________________ Class 3rd __ Date ___________

Instructions: 

· Read the following information and then answer the questions. 

· Work individually . 

· Follow your teacher’s instructions.

· Time: 90 minutes.

Objetivos de Aprendizajes:

OA 3: Utilizar su conocimiento del inglés en la comprensión y producción de textos orales y escritos breves y claros, con el fin de construir una postura personal crítica en contextos relacionados con sus intereses e inquietudes
OA4: Producir y comprender con fluidez textos orales y escritos breves y claros en situaciones comunicativas que involucren otras visiones de mundo y la propia, con el fin de interactuar y tomar conciencia de su propia identidad. 

In this unit 2 we are dealing with
· Reading and understanding about global issues

· Writing pieces of news

· Vocabulary

· Grammar: Reported Speech
· Debating

News Report  Lesson 1
	A continuación veràs una descripción mas detallada de lo que es una noticia.


I  Previously you watched a piece of news and now  you are going to see a more detailed description of it.

.


 Key  elements of a News Report 
a. Headline: 
Catches your attention and sums up the story using concise language. 
b. By-line: 
Writer’s name, 
Writer’s Specialty, e.g. sports, crime, current events,  
and date. 
c. Body: 
Place line: Where the story begins: 
· The opening section 
· Gives most important information
· Should answer most of the 5W’s: 
1. What’s happening? 
2. Who is involved? 
3. Where is this happening? 
4. When is it happening? 
5. Why is it happening? 
d. Details: 

Most important details come first. Simple true statements which include quotations: (What someone actually said) They go between (“ “). (add one detail and one quotation). 
e. Connections to other pieces of new report. 
Remember the following! 
When you write a news report you must use concise language. Here it  is an example that will help you when writing your own article: 
➢ Headline: Are mobiles harmful to children? 
➢ By-line: A new study into whether mobile phones are harmful to children starts at Imperial College London. 
➢ Body: A large study into whether mobile phones are harmful to children’s health is starting in September. 
➢ (WHAT AND WHEN).  It’s being funded by the government and mobile phone companies and it will involve 2,500 children aged between eleven and twelve. 

➢ (WHO). Scientists from Imperial College London (WHERE) will look at their thinking skills, memory and attention - and will then repeat the same tests in 2017.
➢ (HOW) Researchers say very little is known about the effects these technologies have on children’s brains and it’s important we find out. 
➢ (WHY) 
Let’s  read again the piece of news and look at it.
	News report 1 
CASSINI SPACECRAFT BEGINS LAST STAGE OF 20-YEAR MISSION 
May 22, 2017 8:06 pm by Monique Conrod, current events 
Saturn. Photograph from Cassini, taken on October 2004. Image: NASA 
In October 1997, a spacecraft called the Cassini orbiter was launched on a mission to explore Saturn and its moons. 
Now, after nearly 20 years in space, Cassini’s mission is coming to an end. John River, a famous astronomer said that Cassini was running out of fuel. He said that scientists expected it to burn up in Saturn’s atmosphere in September. 
But before that happens, the spacecraft will make a series of dives between Saturn and its rings, sending photographs and other information back to Earth. 
Cassini is a joint project of NASA, the European Space Agency (ESA) and the Italian space agency (ASI). It took seven years for the spacecraft to reach Saturn, after travelling about 2.2 billion kilometres. It completed its first orbit of the planet on July 1, 2004. (Cassini was the fourth Earth spacecraft to reach Saturn, and the first to orbit it). 
Scientists have learned many exciting things from the Cassini mission. They used to think Saturn had 17 moons, but now they know there are actually 62 moons orbiting the planet. Cassini also added to scientists’ understanding of storms on Saturn, the ice and dust that make up its rings, and the atmospheres and geography of some of Saturn’s moons. (In 2005, Cassini delivered a space probe to the biggest moon – Titan – so scientists could get a closer look at the moon’s surface). 
One of the most important discoveries Cassini made was that there is warm, liquid water under the ice that covers one of Saturn’s smaller moons, Enceladus. Scientists believe conditions on Enceladus could be similar to the conditions that led to the development of life on Earth. 
Cassini’s mission was supposed to end in 2008, but because it was still in good shape and still sending back useful information, scientists extended it to 2017. 
Now Cassini is performing the last task of its mission. On April 26, it flew through the narrow gap between Saturn and its innermost ring for the first time. It will pass through that gap 22 times altogether, gathering John River said that when Cassini ran out of fuel and entered Saturn’s atmosphere in September, it would burn up like a meteor. He said it was necessary for Cassini to be totally destroyed so there was no chance that microbes from Earth would contaminate any possible life on Saturn. But the information Cassini has sent home from Saturn makes it one of the most successful exploration missions ever launched from even more valuable information and images to send back to Earth. 


Glossary:

1.  To launch: to leave land (an occasion when a spacecraft is sent into space, for
  the first time).

2.  To Run out: to used up.

3.  To Burn up: to be destroyed by fire.

4.  Joint: belonging to or shared between two or more people.

5.  Task: a piece of work to be done.

6.  To led to: to cause that something happens or exists.

7.  Narrow: having a small distance from one side to the other, especially in
 comparison with the length. 
Now your turn! 
Check information and complete the chart.
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REPORTED SPEECH (Grammar)   

	Para escribir una noticia aprenderemos a usar el estilo indirecto (reported speech) 

Reported speech se usa para decir, informar lo que otros dicen. 

Para reportar lo que otros dicen utilizaremos un tiempo verbal anterior.

Por ejemplo si dice algo en presente simple , reportearemos en pasado simple. 
“There are real problems in the family”, he said.(present tense)

He said that there were real problems in the family.(past tense)

Cuando se reporta una instrucción lo haremos de la siguiente forma:
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Put away the mobile phone!                      My father told me to  put away my mobile  

                                                                       phone.

Usaremos el verbo TELL, el objeto indirecto (me, her, him, them,etc) y la preposiciòn TO màs la instrucción (imperative).

Cuando es una petición (request) entonces utilizaremos el verbo ask. 


Speak louder, please?                               The teacher asked me to speak louder.



As we said before we use this structure to report. That means to say what someone else has said. 
Remember in the previous powerpoint appears a table where it said that there is a tense change. For example: if the original satatement is in present tense we have to report the information in past tense.

Direct speech:




Reported speech

Present Simple




Past Simple

 “I travel a lot in my job”  

He said that he travelled a lot in his job.
For a Command
Direct Speech




Reported speech

“Be quiet. The baby’s sleeping.” 
 She told me to be quiet because the baby was   






sleeping.
‘CAN’ AND ‘WILL’ 
 Direct speech




Reported speech

“I can’t remember his name.”           She said she couldn’t remember his name.
 ‘Can’ and ‘can’t’ in direct speech change to ‘could’ and ‘couldn’t’ in reported speech. 
Your turn!

. Yesterday you met a friend (Chris). You hadn’t seen him for a long time. These are some things Chris said to you…
                                            1. I am from Australia

                                            2. I am living in London 

                                            3. Rachel and Max can’t get married next month
                                            4. My brother Liam has had a new dog

                                5. I don’t know what Liam is doing



         6. I have enjoyed my job very much

                                            7. My car was stolen a few days ago.

                                            8. Liam won’t go on holidays this year.

Today you tell your classmate what Chris said. Use reported speech.

1. Chris said that he was from Australia_______________________________

2. Chris said that he_______________________________________________

3. _____________________________________________________________

4. _____________________________________________________________

5. _____________________________________________________________

6. _____________________________________________________________

7. _____________________________________________________________

8. _____________________________________________________________

SAY AND TELL
In reported speech sentences you can use say or tell to repeat other people’s words. But they have a difference:

Carmen said that you were in hospital.                 Carmen told me that you were in hospital. 

              SAY                                                                   TELL​​  (ME/YOU/HER/ANDREA)
…But you can “say something to someone”

He said bad words to the police.

She said hello to her neighbour before she got into the car.
Your turn!

1. Valentina said goodbye to me and went away.

2. ________________ us about your holiday. Did you have a nice time?

3. Don’t just stand there! _______________ something!

4. I don’t know where Sandra is. She _______________ she had to be here at 8 o’clock. 

5. Sebastian _______________  me that he was bored with his job.

ORDERS OR REQUESTS
When we need to report orders and requests we use tell or ask with a verb in infinitive (to play, to help)

	Orders 

Tell 


	Requests 

Ask



	The policeman told me, “Be careful with the pedestrians”

The policeman told me to be careful with the pedestrians

The policeman told me, “Don’t exceed the speed limit”

The policeman told me not to exceed the speed limit


	The detective said, “tell me everything about your case”

The detective asked me to tell him everything about my case.

The detective told me “Please don’t tell anybody what happened”

The policeman asked me not to 

    tell anybody what had happened.


Your  turn!
II. Report the following sentences into reported speech using the verbs tell or ask. Use the names in brackets as the subjects of the sentences.  

1. Don’t wait for me to go home. (Juan to me)

Juan told me not to wait for him to go home

2. Please slow down! (my mom said to my sister) 

________________________________________________________________________
3. Mind your own business! (my neighbour said to me) 

________________________________________________________________________
4.  Don’t worry, be happy. (Pedro said to Fernanda)

________________________________________________________________________ 

Scientific Articles   
	En esta sección aprenderemos la estructura y contenido de un artículo científico. 

Como podrán observar comienza con su correspondiente “abstract”, introducción, etc. hasta las referencias. 
Al final de esta lección solo deberás contestar algunas preguntas de comprensión y completar un cuadro con información más específica que te llevará a escanear más cuidadosamente el artículo con elementos a observar como el lenguaje que se debe utilizar.



What is a scientific article? Read and look at the structure and the content of this scientific article.
Authors: 
Neil Ferguson, Daniel Laydon, Gemma Nedjati and others.
Associate Editor: 

Elitsa Panayotova.
APRIL 2020 

HOW CAN WE HELP STOP THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC?

Abstract
The new coronavirus has already claimed the lives of hundreds of thousands of people. Different countries are taking different measures in the fight against this new threat. Many people are staying at home. But is it worth it? That’s what we wanted to find out.

We created a computer model that helps us assess the effect of different measures against COVID-19. We checked for the impact on people’s health and the state of the healthcare systems in two countries: the UK and the US. We found that social distancing of the whole population, not just the elderly, would have the most beneficial effect. The combination of this measure with others would be even better.
Introduction

Tired of staying at home and hearing about the new coronavirus? Perhaps you wonder: is it even worth it? What is the purpose behind it? In just a few months, the new virus has spread around most of the world and claimed the lives of hundreds of thousands of people. With so many lives at stake and with healthcare systems reaching their limits, many governments are wondering what their options are: Vaccine? This would be the best option, but it can take a long time to produce a safe and effective one. Medicine? Also a good potential option - many studies are underway. So far there is no effective treatment available. While we are waiting for these life-saving pharmaceuticals, we have to rely on other (non-pharmaceutical) measures: 

1. Mitigation of the epidemic – the aim is to protect the most vulnerable people in the population: people over 70 and people with other health problems. Meanwhile, the rest of the population could achieve herd immunity. 

2. Suppression of the epidemic – the aim is to minimize the spread of the virus until a vaccine or an effective treatment is available.

We set out to compare these two strategies. Which one will result in fewer deaths? Which one will relieve the healthcare systems?
Methods

To answer these questions about the COVID-19 pandemic, we modified a computer model developed for flu pandemic simulations. It represents viral transmission between individual people in the UK and the US. In our model we made the following assumptions (based on data from the current pandemic): 

· The average incubation period of the virus is about 5 days.

· People can infect others for 12 hours before they show symptoms. 
· Not all infections are diagnosed – 40-50% of infected people have only mild or no symptoms at all. 
· When people don’t develop any symptoms, they can transmit the virus for up to 5 days after infection. 
· Symptomatic people are 50% more infectious than asymptomatic people.
· One infected person transmits the virus to 2.4 new people on average. (This number is called “reproduction number”, or R0.) 

· The infection fatality ratio (IFR) is around 1%.

· Around 4% of infected people need hospitalization. 

· Of the hospitalized people, around 30% need critical care (breathing with the help of a machine).

· Of those who need critical care, about half die. 

· The stay in the hospital is on average 8 days when there is no need for critical care and 16 days when critical care is required (10 of which are in an Intensive Care Unit).

In our model, about one third of transmissions take place in the household, one third in schools and workplaces, and the remaining third in the community. What are the different measures we consider? Table 1 shows these measures and their descriptions. Let’s see what impact they have on the transmission of the virus and on the healthcare systems.

Results

What would a mitigation strategy achieve?
Which combination of measures gives the best results? Is it sufficient? 
Figure 1: Predictions for mitigation measures in the UK. The graph shows the impact of the different mitigation scenarios on the healthcare systems - how many beds for critical care are available and how many people will need them.
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We calculated the reduction of deaths as a result of each scenario. We found that the best mitigation scenario is a combination of case isolation, home quarantine and social distancing for the elderly. However, even within this best scenario, the healthcare systems would be overwhelmed and hundreds of thousands of people would die.

What about suppression measures? Figure 2 shows the impact of a 5-month suppression scenario. Again, we calculated the reduction of deaths. Our results suggest the best strategy would be to combine all four interventions: case isolation, household quarantine, social distancing of the entire population and shutting down all schools and universities. Still, this would lead to a second wave of cases later.

Figure 2: Predictions for suppression measures in the UK
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Discussion

Our results are clear that suppression is the far better strategy against COVID-19 for now. Social distancing of the entire population would have the largest impact on both people’s health and the healthcare system. In addition, it’s best to combine this measure with others, such as home isolation and the closure of schools and universities. According to our model, this scenario would greatly reduce the number of cases and thus the number of deaths. Every model has limitations. Our model doesn’t account for economic and other social and political impacts. 

We expect that many countries would struggle to afford these extreme measures. Moreover, for viral suppression to be successful, it has to take place over a long time. Ideally, until a vaccine is available, which could take as long as a year and a half. In countries where this is not an option, the preferred policy would be a combination of case isolation, self-quarantine and social distancing of the elderly. Sadly, this would lead to more deaths and healthcare system overload.

Conclusion

Even though it’s frustrating and tiring, you should know that staying at home is one of the best things you can do right now. This helps you and thousands of other people.

Also remember to wash your hands with soap often and carefully, for at least 20 seconds.




GLOSSARY OF KEY TERMS

Assumption – something that is accepted as true based on the current scientific understanding.

Coronaviruses – a group of closely related viruses that usually cause respiratory infections in humans. Sometimes they cause symptoms and sometimes they do not. Symptoms can be mild or severe, and can include pneumonia, coma, death. Well-known coronaviruses are SARS-CoV (severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus), MERS-CoV (Middle East respiratory syndrome coronavirus) and SARS-CoV-2 - the virus causing the current pandemic.

COVID-19 – Coronavirus disease 2019, a disease caused by SARS-CoV-2, symptoms may include fever and dry cough in milder cases and difficulty breathing in more severe cases.

Epidemic – A sudden increase in the number of disease cases in a particular population.

Herd immunity – As more and more people in a population become immune either through recovery from infection or through vaccination, the chance that a disease can spread decreases. Everyone benefits from extra protection thanks to people who are already immune. When enough people are immune, they act as a shield for vulnerable people, and so the opportunity for disease to spread becomes so low that we say this population has herd immunity.
Incubation period – the time between catching the virus and the appearance of the first symptoms.

Infection fatality ratio (IFR) – during an epidemic, the proportion of all infected people who die. It’s different from the case fatality ratio (CFR) – the proportion of all people with a disease who die. IFR attempts to account for asymptomatic and

undiagnosed infections, CFR does not.

Model – a set of mathematical equations that attempts to simulate a system (for example human society) and so to predict how the system would behave in the real world.

Mitigation of the epidemic – the aim is to reduce spread while protecting the most vulnerable people. It only slows down the epidemic, allowing herd immunity to build up more slowly than without mitigation.

Pharmaceuticals – substances manufactured for use as medicinal drugs to treat disease or as vaccines to prevent disease.
Reproduction number (R0) – a specific number for a pathogen during an epidemic measuring the average number of new infections generated by an infected person in a  population with no immunity.

Social distancing – deliberately increasing the space between people to avoid the spreading of illness.

Suppression of the epidemic – the aim is to minimize the transmission of the virus. Thus there will be just a few new cases but when the measures stop, the epidemic could restart. The measures are stronger than mitigation, with social distancing of the entire population being the most important one.

Transmission – the passing of a bacterium, a virus or another pathogen from one person to another.

Vaccine – a person receives parts of a virus or bacterium or weakened versions of the pathogen and develops antibodies against them without getting sick: the immune system now knows how to fight this type of infection. For instance, most children receive Measles, Mumps and Rubella vaccine (MMR) to prevent getting these diseases in the future.
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Now your turn!

Just answer some questions.

1. Is your country suffering from a COVID-19 epidemic? What measures is your government taking? Would you categorize them as mitigation or suppression?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

2. What is one advantage of the mitigation strategy?
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. What is one disadvantage of the suppression strategy?
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
Use the scientific article used previously, or choose another one , according to your interests. Scan the text to fill in with information to complete the following chart: 
	Main Purpose 
	How information is organized 
	Main characteristics (Syntactic/Lexical) 
	What I need to know (unknown words, concepts) 

	
	
	E.g. type of writing 
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