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Unit 2 “Creations and discoveries”

Passive voice

Name: ___________________________ Date: __________________ Grade: 4th 

O.A:  Identificar acciones o procesos pasados en que el sujeto es desconocido o no es importante.
When should we use the Passive?

1. When we want to change the focus of the sentence:
· The Mona Lisa was painted by Leonardo Da Vinci. (We are more interested in the painting than the artist in this sentence)

2. When who or what causes the action is unknown or unimportant or obvious or 'people in general':
· He was arrested (obvious agent, the police).

· My bike has been stolen (unknown agent).

· The road is being repaired (unimportant agent).

· The form can be obtained from the post office (people in general).

3. In factual or scientific writing:
· The chemical is placed in a test tube and the data entered into the computer.

4. In formal writing instead of using someone/ people/ they (these can be used in speaking or informal writing):
· The brochure will be finished next month.

5. In order to put the new information at the end of the sentence to improve style:
· Three books are used regularly in the class. The books were written by Dr. Bell. ('Dr. Bell wrote the books' sound clumsy)

6. When the subject is very long:
· I was surprised by how well the students did in the test. (More natural than: 'how well the students did in the test surprised me')
How to make the Passive in English

We make the passive by putting the verb 'to be' into whatever tense we need and then adding the past participle. 

	Tense
	Active
	Passive

	present simple
	I make a cake.
	A cake is made (by me).

	present continuous
	I am making a cake.
	A cake is being made (by me).

	past simple
	I made a cake.
	A cake was made (by me).

	past continuous
	I was making a cake.
	A cake was being made (by me).

	present perfect
	I have made a cake.
	A cake has been made (by me).

	future simple
	I will make a cake.
	A cake will be made (by me).


Remember: 

	Base form
	Past simple
	 Past Participle

	Drive
	Drove 
	driven

	Play
	played
	played

	Make
	Made 
	Made 


Note:
If we want to show the person or thing doing the action, we use by:
She was attacked by a dangerous dog.
The money was stolen by her husband.
Look at the examples: 
Active voice:
Mark Twain wrote the book.            (Mark Twain escribió el libro.)

                                                  (Past Simple)

Passive voice:   
The book was written by Mark Twain.   (El libro fue escrito por Mark Twain.)

                                              (Past simple passive)
 Active voice:
The housekeeper will clean the room.      (La ama de casa limpiará la habitación)
                                                            (future will)
Passive voice:   
The room will be cleaned by the housekeeper. (La habitación será limpiada por la ama de casa.)
                                                              (future will passive)

Active voice:
Someone has cleaned the windows. (Alguien ha limpiado las ventanas)
                                             (Present perfect)

Passive voice:   The windows have been cleaned by someone.  (Las ventanas han sido limpiadas por alguien)
                                                   (Present perfect passive)

Practice:  Change the verb  active verb to passive verb:
Active voice:  John painted the house last week.

Passive voice:  The house ……WAS PAINTED………………. last week.
Active voice:  Someone stole the documents.
Passive voice:  The documents ………WERE STOLEN………………………….. .
Active voice: People drink champagne on New Year’s Eve.
Passive voice: Champagne ………………IS DRUNK…………………. on New Year’s Eve.
Active voice:   Chefs use these machines to mix the ingredients.
Passive voice:  These machines ……………ARE USED……………………….. to mix the ingredients.
Active voice:     They have opened a new shop.
Passive voice:  A new  shop …………HAS BEEN OPENED………………………………. .

Active voice:    She is reading a comic.
Passive voice:    A comic ……IS BEING READ……………………………………
Active voice: The bus driver will take the tourists to the hotel.

Passive voice: The tourists …………WILL BE TAKEN………………………….to the hotel.

Active voice: I was repairing their bikes
Passive voice:  Their bikes …………WAS BEING REPAIRED…………………………….
Rewrite the sentences into passive voice:
Tip: Identify the subject, the verb and the object of the active sentence.
Example: He has bought a new car this week. (Active voice)




                 A new car has been bought this week. (Passive voice)
1. Helen teaches French at school.

___FRENCH IS TAUGHT AT SCHOOL___________________________
2. They grow strawberries every year.

____STRAWBERRIES ARE GROWN EVERY YEAR-__________________________
3. Tim sent an SMS to his friend.

______An SMS was sent to his friend.________________________

4. She has written a test today.

_____A test has been written today._________________________

5. They visited that museum yesterday.

__That museum was visited yesterday.____________________________

6. I am watching a football match now.

______A football match is being watched now.________________________

Rewrite the passive and introduce who does the action using “by”:
Example: He has bought a new car this week. (Active voice)





                 A new car has been bought by him this week. (Passive voice)
1. I clean my room every day.

_____MY ROOM IS CLEANED BY ME EVERY DAY._________________________
2. Tom bought a nice present yesterday.

______A NICE PRESENT WAS BOUGHT BY HIM YESTERDAY.________________________

3. Ann will sing a beautiful song.

_________A BEAUTIFUL SONG WILL BE SUNG BY HER._____________________
4. Ben repaired my computer yesterday.

_________MY COMPUTER WAS REPAIRED BY HIM YESTERDAY._____________________
5. My sister is making a tasty cake now.

___________A TASTY CAKE IS BEING MADE BY MY SISTER NOW.___________________
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